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A framework for gospel-shaped reflection on current events & hot button issues 

 
• Invite the Holy Spirit to search your heart, make plain your motivation, attitude and understanding of a given 

topic, reveal the heart of Christ and spark creativity for how to respond in the way of Jesus to the glory of the 
Father. 
 

• Prayerfully consider the following questions: 
o In what ways have your family of origin, life experience, political affiliation, and relationships affected your 

thinking on this issue? 
 

o Does the Bible address this issue in particular? Are there any principles underlying the issue that the Bible 
does address? 
 

o Does your thinking about this issue align with the 10 Commandments? If not, in what ways? 
 

o Does your thinking about this issue align with the Sermon on the Mount? If not, in what ways?  
 

o How does your thinking about this issue better enable you to fulfill the Great Commandment (“Love the Lord 
your God… Love your neighbor as yourself”)?  
 

o Does your thinking about this issue prioritize the way of love and the flourishing of others or your personal 
liberties? (1 Corinthians 10:23-24) 
 

o To the best of your ability, contemplate how Jesus might approach this issue. Do your actions and attitudes 
surrounding this issue carry the “aroma of Christ?” 
 

o Has the Church historically taken a position on this topic? If so, what was that position (or what were those 
positions) and what is the significance of that? 
 

o Who flourishes and who suffers if your thinking about this issue were to prevail? 
 

o If everyone who follows Jesus believed what you believe on this issue, would we get closer to God’s 
kingdom being “on earth as it is in heaven?” 
 

o If your personal views on this issue run counter to the teaching of scripture and message of Jesus, what is 
keeping you from changing your view? Of what do you need to repent? 
 

o If your personal views on this issue are aligned with the teaching of scripture and message of Jesus (as 
best you can understand them), are you treating with humility, respect and Christian love those who believe 
otherwise? 
 

o Many hot-button issues elicit either-or responses. What creative “third way” solutions acknowledge the 
reality of sin and brokenness in the world while faithfully upholding the teaching of scripture and message of 
Jesus? 
 

o In what ways can you (alongside Christ’s church) creatively, winsomely, counter-culturally uphold and 
celebrate what is right and good regarding this issue? 

 
• Ask for the Holy Spirit to fill you with wisdom and courage. Resolve to obey the teaching of scripture and 

message of Jesus, no matter the cost. 
 

 


