
 

 
 

The Renewal of All Things 
By Ed Harris 

 

 
And He who sat upon the throne said, "Behold I make all things new." 
(Revelation 21:5) 
 

 

This third blog is a continuation of our discussion on being "A Community Shaped 
by the Gospel for the Renewal of all Things." For this piece, I corresponded with 
some Cornerstone folks and asked them how they are being renewed and how 
they are renewing their world. They gave some fantastic answers, which are 
interlaced throughout the blog.  I refer anonymously and respectfully to each 
participant as a “Cornerstone Pilgrim.”  
 

Also, I ask you, the reader and fellow pilgrim, to join in the thought process on 
renewal by commenting at the end of this blog. We are all -- individually and 
collectively -- in the process of being transformed into His image. Likewise, this 
thought piece is a work in progress, something unfinished with infinite 
possibilities for renewal and renovation. The ideas and ways regarding how we 
partner in God’s renewal process are boundless. So, I ask you to join in shaping 
this narrative, and I begin with a basic question: What does renewal mean? 

What does Renewal Mean? 
 

In its many usages, the term, renew (anakainōsis), has distinct meanings in the 
Bible and warrants much more attention than given here. However, one very 
basic definition is “to cause something to become new, different or better.” For 
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instance, Colossians 3:10 says that we are to put on the new and better 
self, “which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”  
 

Romans 12: 2 provides another good example by exhorting us to be transformed 
by renewing our minds: 
 

I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God 
is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12: 1-2)    

When we put off the old way of thinking and replace it with God’s way, we can be 
transformed by and through the Holy Spirit into something fresh, something 
better.  We can renew our minds through His Word, our faithful assembling 
together, and by living out our lives in relationship and partnership with Him by 
faith on a day-to-day basis. One Cornerstone Pilgrim explained this relationship-
partnership as the following:  
 

My partnership with God each day and week is to ask for the daily bread I 
need to shepherd each of my children… I want the theme of our 
conversations to echo and affirm Proverbs 2: “For the Lord gives wisdom. 
Knowledge and understanding come from him.” It’s God’s world- He 
designed everything in it, including us. He knows how best to live in it and 
steward it. He’s asked us to be a part of His renewing it. I believe much of 
my role in this season is to first, be a disciple myself; to spend time with 
Jesus and let Him renew me. And then second, to train up and disciple 
more partners (my kids!) for renewal (A Cornerstone Pilgrim).  

 

Another meaning of renewal is "to cause a change to a previous preferable state." 
We see this connotation in 2 Cor. 4:16: “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”  
 

We can also see this renovation or restoration theme in this Pilgrim’s statement: 
 

I can talk forever about how God is renewing me and restoring my heart 
but it’s hard for me to see what I’m doing for Him! I guess the best I can say 
is that I’m continually amazed when God brings me to a person or situation 
that He has uniquely prepared for me (A Cornerstone Pilgrim). 

 

Renewing All Things  
 

In thinking about renewal, we must ask an important question: “Is God already at 
work in the renewing process?” I believe wholeheartedly the answer is Yes! In 
fact, He has been in the renewal-redemption business long before our arrival on 
the planet. However, I also believe His renovation plan cannot be divorced from 
the fruitfulness of the local community. We have the wonderful opportunity to be 
a part of the grand narrative that He has been writing for centuries. From the 
beginning of the Church (actually, since the establishment of His People, Israel), 
He has used people to partner with Him in the restoration process. We can see 
this theme in the following comment:  
 



 3 

A couple of years ago, I had this aha moment where I imagined God coming 
to me personally and saying something like, “I’m so glad you want a 
significant job in my renewal project! Here’s what I’m going to do. I’m going 
to assign 3 people out of my creation to live very closely with you. Teach 
them everything I teach you and spend your energy inviting them daily to 
live in my Kingdom.” How exciting, how significant! This was God’s way of 
pointing out to me how important the work of parenting is in relationship 
to God’s work in the world. And really this aha moment changed my 
perspective of this season of life with small children (Cornerstone Pilgrim).  

 

You might think, “I am not qualified to partner with the infinite, holy God in His 
universal renovation project.” However, His specialty is to use imperfect, 
unlikely candidates to partner in His perfect, exclusive work -- just to name a 
few: Moses, Rahab the Harlot, David, Peter, Paul, Mary Magdalene, and the list 
goes on. I, too, am often baffled as to how and why He chooses and uses me to 
partner with. One Cornerstone Pilgrim helped me put this in perspective:  
 

When I pray and wait He does all the rest. Hearts are changed, situations 
are healed.  Then person or situation is blessed, I am TRULY blessed and 
God gets all the glory! And He smiles in heaven (A Cornerstone Pilgrim).  

 

Individual Renewal  
 

As a new Christian, Romans 12: 1-2 was one of the first passage of scripture I 
memorized. At the time, I understood the verses to mean something that I did on 
my own -- like a good daily workout. However, I later realized there was another 
important Person involved in the process whose work is inextricably required for 
genuine renewal. That Person is the Holy Spirit. In Titus 3: 5, Paul says, “[God] 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”  
 

In this regeneration-renewal process, The Holy Spirit works from the outside-in 
by exposing our minds to Christ-exalting truth, leading us to hear the gospel, to 
read Christ-exalting writings of great spiritual pilgrims, and to study and 
meditate on the perfections of His Word. He also works from the inside-out, 
breaking through the impenetrably hard barriers of our hearts. Through this 
miraculous work, He prepares us to be equipped, partnering, pilgrims in His 
grand renewal project. We can see this in the following narrative:  
 

“My faith is being renewed in that I no longer need feelings to validate the 
results of faith in God working in my life and others whom I have prayed 
for and labored with in His love.” By this statement I mean that my self-
righteousness is less important in my participation of seeking Gods will to 
be done on earth as in heaven. Used to be I wanted some recognition... But 
true faith is now between me and Jesus and just looking over His shoulder 
as He works. (A Cornerstone Pilgrim).  

 

Collective Renewal  
 

Much like I learned over time that I need the Holy Spirit in the renewal process, I 
also learned that I need other believers in the process, as well. As a bona fide 
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Westerner, my interpretation of scripture is often skewed by an individualist 
worldview. For example, my Americanized, lone-ranger mindset often results in 
comments like: “my personal relationship with Christ,” “this is what scripture 
means to me,” “I need to turn my life around,” etc.   
 

While Romans 12: 1-2 does have implications for each of us individually, it was 
actually written to a community. For example, "Brethren (plural), … present 
your bodies (plural) as a living sacrifice…  
 

Romans 12 highlights the social and communal aspects of Christian living. Of 
course, personal application is a necessary aspect of transformation, but if I stop 
there, I miss the deeper essence of the passage and in this case, the deeper 
meaning of renewal.   
 

He is talking about a collective transformation. The community, in its corporate 
life, is called to embody an alternative order that stands as a sign of God's 
redemptive purposes in the world.1 His redemptive purpose and plan includes 
the collective body of believers. As a community of believers, we are 
commissioned and equipped to partner with each other and Him to renew the 
world and be His envoys of love, grace, and restoration.   
 

Do you have a desire to see Cornerstone altering the trajectory of culture in the 
way God envisions? One Cornerstone Pilgrim aptly expressed:  
 

I’ve always been drawn to the “epic”— and so as I think about God’s 
Kingdom, and the work He’s been doing throughout history to undo the 
curse, my gut level response is: Yes! I want to play a big and significant 
role!  (A Cornerstone Pilgrim) 

 

As the above sister in Christ implies, to partner with Him, we will need to renew 
our minds, individually and collectively, and develop new ways of thinking about 
everything we do on a day-today basis, including how we do community, 
business, education, horticulture, family, health care, art, and in sum, how we do 
LIFE. It also involves everyone, not just the professional church staff. It involves 
not merely asking what kind of church the world needs, but what kind of a world 
God is renewing. Restoring and redeeming the world through the work of His Son 
and the power of the Holy Spirit: This is God’s purpose and plan for renewal. 
 

My questions for you to think about and respond to in the space below are:  
 

• After reading the above what are your thoughts on renewal?  
• How are you being renewed? 
• how you renewing your world? 

1 E. Randolph Richards , Brandon J. O'Brien Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes: 
Removing Cultural Blinders to Better Understand the Bible  
 

                                                


